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This  is  the  73rd  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Liverpool  Port 
Health  Authority. 


During  the  years  1939-1945  the  reports  have  been  curtailed  for 
security  reasons  in  order  to  comply  with  the  Ministry  of  Health’s 
Circular  No.  1937,  dated  11th  January,  1940.  OnTy  certain  statistical 
tables  were  given  and  reports  were  not  published.  In  the  present  report 
a  short  account  is  given  of  some  of  the  more  outstanding  events  which 
were  dealt  with  by  the  officers  of  the  Authority. 


Examination  of  Vessels. 

Immediately  after  the  outbreak  of  war  it  became  evident  that  the 
routine  for  the  medical  inspection  of  vessels,  which  had  worked  very 
smoothly  for  a  number  of  years,  would  have  to  be  modified.  The 
Admiralty  imposed  a  complete  wireless  silence  for  all  ships ;  this  meant 
that  there  was  no  prior  knowledge  of  time  of  arrival.  The  convoy  system 
was  introduced  at  the  same  time  and  vessels,  instead  of  arriving  singly 
at  irregular  intervals,  arrived  together  in  considerable  numbers.  It 
became  quite  a  common  occurrence  for  thirty  or  forty  ships  to  arrive  in 
the  Mersey  together  and  for  the  majority  of  them  to  dock  on  the  same 
tide.  Very  valuable  assistance  was  given  by  the  Naval  Examination 
Service  who  willingly  co-operated  with  the  Port  Health  Authority  and 
reported  inward-bound  vessels  requiring  to  be  visited  by  the  boarding 
medical  officers. 

Perhaps  the  most  striking  feature  of  the  war  years  was  the  almost 
complete  absence  of  imported  major  infectious  disease.  Many  thousands 
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of  troops  of  all  nationalities  passed  through  the  port  and  only  two  cases 
of  mild  smallpox  and  three  cases  of  typhus  were  actually  landed  at 
Liverpool.  Sixteen  vessels  arrived  in  the  Mersey  which  had  landed  cases 
of  smallpox  during  the  voyage,  and  in  those  instances  where  the  incuba¬ 
tion  period  had  not  expired  the  medical  officers  of  health  of  destinations 
of  all  persons  on  board  were  notified. 

One  of  the  most  pleasing  reminiscences  of  the  war  years  was  the  com¬ 
plete  co-operation  which  existed  between  the  Port  Health  Authority  and 
the  medical  officers  of  the  Royal  Navy,  the  Army,  the  Royal  Air  Force, 
the  American  Army,  and  the  Belgian,  Dutch,  Polish  and  French  Forces. 
Soon  after  the  entry  of  America  into  the  war  a  large  American  base  was 
established  at  Liverpool,  and  during  the  whole  of  their  stay  there  was 
the  most  cordial  and  complete  co-operation  between  their  medical  officers 
and  the  medical  officers  of  the  Port  Health  Authority.  In  the  first 
instance,  it  was  arranged  that  all  seaborne  cases  of  minor  infectious 
disease  should  be  sent  to  the  City  Infectious  Hospitals  and  the  major 
infectious  cases  or  quarantinable  diseases  to  the  Port  Health  Hospital, 
New  Ferry.  As  the  number  of  troops  arriving  in  the  port  increased, 
so  also  did  the  number  of  cases  of  minor  infectious  diseases,  particularly 
mumps.  In  consequence,  the  bed  position  in  the  local  hospitals  became 
acute  and  the  whole  matter  was  discussed  with  the  Senior  American  Port 
Medical  Officer.  It  was  agreed  that  all  minor  infectious  disease  brought 
into  the  port  should  be  notified  to  the  Port  Health  Authority  and  the 
cases  hospitalised  in  one  of  the  American  Hospitals,  and  any  case  of 
major  infectious  disease,  such  as  smallpox  or  typhus,  would  be  the 
responsibility  of  the  Port  Health  Authority. 

Refugees. 

Early  in  1940  instructions  were  received  to  prepare  for  the  reception 
of  refugees  from  the  Continent.  It  was  thought  that  there  would  be 
considerable  numbers  and  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  them  to  be 
medically  examined  on  arrival.  By  arrangement  with  the  Mersey  Docks 
and  Harbour  Board  a  large  waiting-room  at  the  north-end  of  Princes 
Stage  was  equipped  with  cubicles  for  medical  examination,  and  extra 
medical  officers,  health  visitors  and  clerks  from  the  city  staffs  were 
detailed  to  assist  when  required.  For  persons  requiring  to  be  deloused, 
the  Beacon  Street  Baths,  which  has  twenty  private  baths,  were  taken 
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The  first  refugee  ship  arrived  on  May  21st,  1940,  with  255  persons  on 
board.  Six  medical  officers  carried  out  the  medical  examination  and 
each  had  the  assistance  of  a  health  visitor  and  a  clerk. 

In  all,  7,348  refugees  were  examined.  Verminous  persons  were 
de-loused  at  Beacon  Street  Baths  under  the  supervision  of  sanitary 
inspectors  and  health  visitors,  and  their  clothes  and  other  belongings 
disinfected  by  dry  heat. 

De-lousing  of  Prisoners  of  War. 

The  troopship  “Staffordshire"  arrived  at  Liverpool  on  2nd  May,  1943, 
with  500  Italian  prisoners-of-war  on  board.  They  were  de-loused  at 
Beacon  Street  Baths  and  all  clothing  was  treated  in  the  electrically- 
heated  dry-air  disinfector. 

Subsequently,  information  was  received  from  the  Army  Authorities 
that  some  8,000  prisoners  of  war,  of  whom  a  certain  number  were  reported 
to  be  lousy,  were  due  to  arrive  in  Liverpool  early  in  June.  A  meeting 
was  held  and  was  attended  by  representatives  from  the  War  Office, 
Movement  Control,  Army  Medical  Services,  Hygiene  Section  Western 
Command,  and  the  Liverpool  Port  Health  Authority.  It  was  decided 
that  as  the  prisoners  were  being  brought  from  North  Africa,  where 
typhus  fever  was  at  that  time  known  to  be  present,  they  should  be 
bathed  on  arrival  and  their  wearing  apparel  disinfested  in  Millbank 
Hot  Air  Disinfestors  and  all  their  other  baggage  exposed  to  Hydrogen 
Cyanide  Gas.  Messrs.  Lever  Brothers,  of  Port  Sunlight,  kindly  offered 
the  loan  of  five  portable  bath  units  (each  unit  consisting  of  eight 
showers) ;  the  Army  provided  one  hath  unit  of  twenty  showers,  and 
Beacon  Street  Baths  were  utilised  for  bathing  the  British  soldiers  who 
formed  the  guard  in  the  ships  during  the  voyage  to  England.  The  Hivey 
Fumigation  Company  provided  six  furniture  vans  for  fumigating  the 
baggage  with  cyanide  gas.  One  of  the  large  Customs  waiting-rooms  on 
Prince’s  Parade  was  used  for  re-clothing  the  prisoners.  Soap,  towels, 
labels,  string  and  pencils  were  provided  by  the  Army. 

Four  vessels  carrying  the  prisoners  of  war  arrived  in  the  Mersey  on 
June,  5th,  1943,  and  disembarkation  from  the  first  vessel  commenced  at 
6  a.m.  on  June  6th.  The  vessels  were  boarded  on  arrival  by  the  senior 
Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer  and  the  Embarkation  Medical  Officer  and 
his  staff,  accompanied  by  interpreters  and  R.A.M.C.  orderlies  (barbers) 
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with  labels,  pencils  and  necessary  equipment.  The  prisoners  of  war 
were  given  the  necessary  instructions  seated  at  mess  tables  in  the  troop 
decks,  and  there  the  labels  were  distributed  and  the  necessary  particulars 
written  on  them  by  the  prisoners  of  war.  The  following  were  the  instruc¬ 
tions  given :  — 

1.  Labelling  of  kit,  boots  and  clothing.  One  or  more  labels  for 
kit,  one  for  boots  and  one  for  clothing.  Kit  and  boots  to  be  labelled 
before  leaving  the  ship ;  label  for  clothing  to  be  in  the  man’s  possession 
when  he  leaves  the  ship  and  to  be  used  afterwards  as  directed. 

2.  Heads  to  be  clipped  and  body  hair  shaved. 

3.  On  disembarkation  each  man  will  carry  his  own  kit  (already 
labelled)  off  the  ship  and  will  deposit  it  at  the  foot  of  the  gangway  for 
subsequent  fumigation. 

4.  He  will  then  proceed  to  the  bathing  place.  There  he  will  com¬ 
pletely  undress  and  will  string  his  clothing  on  an  iron  rod  to  which 
the  remaining  label  will  be  attached. 

5.  He  will  then  be  provided  with  a  towel  and  will  proceed  to  the 
bathing  spray,  depositing  his  boots  (labelled  before  leaving  the  ship) 
against  the  wall  facing  the  spray. 

6.  The  sprays  will  be  on  for  four  minutes  and  one  minute  will  be 
allowed  for  drying. 

7.  After  the  bath  he  will  proceed  into  the  clothing  room  carrying  his 
boots  and  towel.  There  he  will  receive  a  fresh  outfit. 

The  five  Lever  bath  units  and  the  Army  bath  unit,  the  Millbank 
Disinfestors  and  the  cyanide  vans  were  erected  on  Prince’s  Parade  on 
Saturday,  June  5th.  The  Lever  bath  unit,  which  can  be  connected  up 
to  any  main  hydrant,  is  a  self-contained  unit  in  the  form  of  a  motor  van 
and  carries  inside  eight  cubicles  in  sections  which  are  erected  by  the 
staff  of  the  unit.  .  The  staff  consists  of  three  women  and  one  male  driver. 
Inside  the  van  is  a  double-jacketed  steam  boiler  heated  by  a  burner  using 
Diesel  oil.  Forty  minutes  after  lighting  up,  a  constant  supply  of  hot 
water  is  available.  Four  forty-gallon  reserve  tanks  are  also  carried  in 
each  van.  Buckets  of  hot  water  can  also  be  supplied  independently.  The 
unit  takes  approximately  forty-five  minutes  to  erect  and  be  in  full 
working  order. 
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Details  of  Bathing. 

Each  ship  was  berthed  at  the  Prince’s  Landing  Stage  in  turn. 

1.  The  prisoners  of  war  were  marched  off  the  ship  in  groups  of  50, 
personal  kit  being  dumped  on  the  stage  for  removal  to  the  cyanide  fumi¬ 
gation  vans.  An  interpreter  was  included  in  the  staff  posted  on  the 
stage. 

2.  Two  bridges,  with  side  and  overhead  covering,  leading  from  the 
Prince’s  Landing  Stage  to  Prince’s  Parade,  were  used  as  undressing 
rooms;  each  bridge  accommodated  50  at  a  time.  An  interpreter,  with 
selected  prisoner  of  war  N.O.O.s  and  fatigue  party,  were  stationed  on 
each  bridge.  The  interpreter,  with  the  assistance  of  the  prisoner  of  war 
N.O.O.s,  directed  the  undressing  and  the  stringing  of  the  clothing  on 
the  Millbank  Disinfestor  rods  and  the  attachment  of  the  label  to  these. 
The  loaded  labelled  rods  were  conveyed  by  the  fatigue  party  to  the 
Millbank  Disinfestors.  The  prisoners  of  war  then  left  the  undressing- 
rooms  (i.e.  the  bridges)  carrying  their  boots,  in  which  they  had  deposited 
any  valuables  (watches,  etc.)  removed  from  their  clothing.  As  they 
emerged  from  the  bridges  into  Prince’s  Parade  they  were  given  a  towel 
each.  Any  who  had  identity  discs  attached  to  their  person  by  cord  were 
provided  with  fresh  cord  and  the  old  cord  removed. 

3.  Prince’s  Parade  (a  roadway  with  overhead  cover  running  parallel 
to  Prince’s  Landing  Stage)  contained  the  Millbanks  and  Mobile  Bath 
Units,  the  former  being  sited  close  to  the  bridge  exits  and  the  latter  in 
the  intervening  space.  After  bathing  and  drying,  the  prisoners  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  clothing-room  carrying  their  boots,  valuables  and  towels. 
Any  prisoner  of  war  with  dressings  was  re-dressed  after  the  bath — before 
entering  the  clothing-room.  The  clothing-room  was  controlled  and  staffed 
by  the  Port  Ordnance  Officer  and  his  personnel.  The  Millbanks  were 
unloaded  by  R.A.M.C.  orderlies  who  tied  up  the  clothing  from  each 
rod  and  attached  the  rod-label  to  the  bundle.  The  bundles  were  then 
placed  in  sacks  for  dispatch  with  the  prisoners  of  war  to  their 
destination. 

Personal  kit  was  exposed  to  cyanide  for  five  hours,  after  which  it 
was  aired  in  a  large  waiting-room.  It  was  subsequently  forwarded  by 
rail.  As  some  kits  were  found  to  contain  bread  and/or  cigarettes,  the 
prisoner  of  war  camps  were  notified  by  teleprinter  that  the  bread  and 
cigarettes,  being  rendered  poisonous  by  the  process,  must  be  destroyed. 
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The  total  number  of  prisoners  dealt  with  was  7,894,  half  of  whom  were 
German  and  half  Italian.  They  moved  off,  bathed,  at  the  rate  of  600 
per  hour,  and  50  men  were  clothed  ready  for  the  train  every  five  minutes. 
One  and  a  half  hundredweights  of  soap  were  used,  approximately 
•336  ozs.  per  man,  or  one  tablet  for  every  nine  men.  100  tons  (22,400 
gallons)  of  water  were  used  to  bathe  the  whole  contingent,  approximately 
2-8  gallons  per  man. 

442  guards  were  bathed  at  Beacon  Street  Baths  and  their  clothing 
disinfested  by  dry  heat. 

The  German  prisoners  of  war  were  much  better  disciplined  than  the 
easy-going  Italians.  The  bathing  parade  of  the  former  was  a  model  of 
orderliness. 

The  whole  operation  was  completed  in  48  hours. 

On  Tuesday,  June  29th,  1943,  1,495  Italian  prisoners  of  war  were 
de-loused  on  Prince’s  Parade.  The  routine  followed  was  similar  to 
that  of  June  6th /7th  except  that  four  Army  No.  3  disinfestors  were  used 
for  their  clothing  instead  of  Millbank  Hot  Air  disinfestors.  As  the 
number  of  prisoners  was  comparatively  small,  only  three  Lever  bath 
units  and  four  cyanide  vans  were  utilised. 

HYGIENE  OF  CREW  QUARTERS. 

In  1937  the  Board  of  Trade  issued  new  instructions  to  their  surveyors 
as  to  the  survey  of  Masters’  and  Crew  Spaces.  Owing  to  the  outbreak 
of  war  it  has  been  impossible  to  determine  what  effect,  if  any,  these  new 
instructions  will  have  on  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  crews’  quarters 
in  future  new  ships.  The  quarters  in  cargo  ships  built  during  the  war 
period  show  very  little  improvement  on  pre-war  standards,  and  it  is 
quite  obvious  that  unless  there  is  sympathetic  co-operation  between  the 
ship-owner,  the  naval  architects,  the  ship-builder  and  the  Board  of 
Trade  surveyor  the  final  results  will  be  little  different  from  the  pre-war 
vessel.  Crew  quarters  could  fulfil  all  the  requirements  laid  down  in  the 
new  instructions  and  yet  remain  cheerless,  uncomfortable  and  incon¬ 
venient.  One  example  will  suffice  to  show  what  may,  and  does,  happen. 
Instruction  19  states  that  “  fixed  wash-basins  must  be  supplied  in  the 
following  proportions  .  .  in  a  later  paragraph  it  is  stated  that  “  an 
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adequate  supply  of  hot  and  cold  fresh  water  must  at  all  times  be  readily 
available  for  washing  purposes.  Where  fresh  water  is  not  laid  on  to 
the  wash  basins,  supplies  are  to  be  made  available  from  convenient 
sources.”  The  practical  result  of  this  instruction  is  that  in  the  vast 
majority  of  wash-places,  fixed  wash-basins  are  put  in,  but  none  had 
taps  affixed  and  consequently  the  basins  are  never  used  for  the  purpose 
for  which  they  are  intended.  The  wash-places,  however,  conform  to  the 
instructions  because  a  tap  is  fitted  to  a  bulkhead  and  a  small  tank  is 
provided  for  drawing  off  hot  water ;  consequently  the  ship-owner  has 
had  the  expense  of  putting  in  a  number  of  wash-basins  which  are  of  no 
practical  use  and  ultimately  become  dirty  or  broken  owing  to  the  fact 
that  men  draw  off  water  into  buckets  and  then  dump  their  buckets  into 
the  basins. 

The  problems  of  ships’  quarters  bears  many  resemblances  to  the 
housing  problems  ashore;  it  is  a  question  of  education  and  evolution, 
and  as  far  as  ships  are  concerned  there  are  undoubtedly  faults  on  both 
sides.  The  ship-owner  takes  the  view  that  it  is  useless  to  provide  good 
quarters  for  men  who  take  no  interest  in  them — knock  them  about  and 
leave  them  in  a  filthy  condition.  This  is  undoubtedly  more  than  dis¬ 
heartening,  but  the  same  thing  applies  ashore — people  are  taken  from 
slum  dwellings  and  put  into  decent  clean  Corporation  houses  :  a  certain 
number  of  them  very  soon  have  their  new  houses  in  as  bad  a  condition 
as  their  previous  slum  dwellings,  but  there  are  some  who  keep  their  new 
houses  clean  and  it  is  found  in  practice  that  this  number  grows,  whereas 
the  backsliders  diminish.  It  seems  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  same 
would  apply  in  ships. 

The  following  points  require  most  careful  consideration  with  regard 
to  crew  quarters  in  new  ships :  — 

1.  Ship-owners,  naval  architects  and  ship-builders  should  give 
sympathetic  consideration  to  the  instructions  to  Board  of  Trade  sur¬ 
veyors  and  attempt  to  carry  them  out  in  the  spirit  and  not  merely  to 
the  letter. 

2.  There  should  be  a  complete  overhaul  of  the  planning  of  quarters. 
In  the  past,  any  space  of  no  use  for  cargo  was  earmarked  for  crew  ; 
at  least  that  was  the  impression  given.  Messrooms  should  be  situated 
near  the  galley.  In  the  majority  of  English  ships  the  messrooms  are 
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situated  aft  with  the  galley  amidships,  consequently  all  meals  have  to 
be  carried  along  the  open  deck  in  all  weathers — a  waste  of  labour. 
Admittedly  the  messrooms  in  British  ships  are  provided  with  hot  plates 
or  other  similar  devices,  but  if  the  messrooms  were  placed  close  to  the 
galley  the  necessity  for  these  would  no  longer  exist. 

3.  Hot  and  cold  water  taps,  preferably  the  spring  type,  should  be 
fitted  to  every  wash-hand  basin.  (In  American  ships  it  is  the  exception 
to  find  a  cabin  occupied  by  the  crew  which  has  not  its  own  wash- 
hand  basin  with  hot  and  cold  fresh  water  laid  on,  and  this  in  addition 
to  an  abundance  of  shower  baths  in  the  wash-places.)  Pipe  system  of 
drainage  should  be  universal,  and  containers  for  waste  water  should  be 
eliminated. 

4.  In  a  new  Swedish  ship  recently  inspected,  carrying  a  crew  of 
between  30  and  40,  each  man  had  his  own  cabin,  even  to  the  messboy. 
One  interesting  feature  of  this  vessel  was  the  ingenious  way  in  which 
space  was  saved  by  having  the  bunks  in  adjoining  cabins  of  different 
heights  on  the  same  bulkhead. 

5.  The  furnishing  and  finish  of  crew  quarters  leaves  much  to  be 
desired. 

6.  The  tubular  type  of  bunk  should  be  done  away  with  and  bug-proof 
bunks  substituted. 

7.  Wooden  draining  boards  to  sinks  should  be  done  away  with  and 
stainless  steel  used  exclusively. 

8.  The  old  “  ice  box  ”  should  go  and  proper  refrigerators  installed. 

9.  There  should  be  a  space  allotted  to  the  crew  fitted  up  with  electric 
irons,  ironing-boards,  etc.  (These  are  invariably  found  in  American 
vessels.) 

10.  There  should  be  proper  built-in  cupboards  for  each  member  of 
the  crew,  at  least  equal  in  size  to  the  metal  lockers  at  present  in  use. 

11.  It  should  be  one  man’s  sole  duty  to  keep  the  quarters  clean. 

The  foregoing  observations  are  meant  to  refer  to  cargo  vessels  of  about 
4,000  tons,  which  carry  a  crew  of  between  30  and  40. 
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THE  IMPORTATION  OF  FOODS  UNDER  WAR  TIME 

CONDITIONS. 

Refrigerated  Meats. 

From  the  outbreak  of  war  the  enemy  concentrated  against  refrigerated 
vessels  on  which  we  depended  for  our  meat  supplies,  and  in  consequence  the 
available  carrying  capacity  was  rapidly  and  considerably  reduced.  To  meet 
the  loss  of  meat  ships  sunk  by  enemy  action  other  types  of  vessels  were 
converted  for  this  purpose — on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic — and  various 
methods  of  packing  were  used  to  save  space.  “  Chilled  ”  beef  disappeared 
altogether  and  frozen  beef  (which  had  all  the  bones  taken  out  before 
freezing)  was  moulded  into  slabs  or  rolled  into  various  shapes.  Carcases 
of  mutton  and  lamb  had  the  legs  cut  off  in  pairs  and  packed  into  trunks, 
so  called  “  telescoping.”  Offals,  instead  of  arriving  in  cases  and  bags 
loosely  packed  and  each  piece  separately  frozen,  were  packed  frozen  into 
moulded  blocks  of  varying  sizes  and  shapes.  All  this  was  done  in  order 
to  pack  the  maximum  quantity  into  the  minimum  space,  and  generally 
speaking  the  goods  arrived  in  excellent  condition  in  spite  of  delays  due 
to  war-time  conditions. 

Dehydrated  Meats. 

Dehydration  was  successfully  applied  to  meats  which  arrived  in 
powder  and  nugget  form  in  tins,  chiefly  from  South  America. 

Canned  Meats. 

Large  quantities  of  canned  meats  arrived  in  good  condition. 

Refrigerated  Fish. 

Refrigerated  fish,  chiefly  fillets  in  boxes,  arrived  from  Canada  and 
Newfoundland  in  very  good  condition. 

Canned  Fruits. 

The  importation  of  canned  fruits  was  cut  to  a  minimum,  but  con¬ 
centrated  fruit  juices  and  fairly  large  quantities  of  canned  jams  from 
South  Africa  and  Australia  were  imported. 

Fresh  Fruit. 

Fresh  fruit  gradually  disappeared  as  an  importation  but  is  now 
slowly  returning. 
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Raw  Sugar. 

Large  quantities  of  raw  sugar  continued  to  arrive.  Any  damaged 
portion  landed  was  efficiently  dealt  with  by  local  “  refiners,  ”  even  one 
consignment  found  to  be  contaminated  with  arsenic. 

Cereals  and  Flour. 

Quantities  of  cereals  and  flour  which  were  utilised  other  than  for 
human  consumption  were  small  considering  the  high  importations. 

A  great  change,  due  to  war-time  conditions,  was  the  disappearance  of 
the  pre-war  “importer”  or  his  “agent,”  and  the  substitution  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food  organisation,  whose  various  experts  and  technical 
officers  continue  co-operation  with  the  officers  of  the  Port  Health 
Authority. 

As  the  war  continued,  London,  South  Coast  Ports  and  East  Coast 
Ports  closed  down  to  imports  and  Liverpool  became  the  main  port  of 
supply  for  the  country. 

In  1940-41  Liverpool  docks  and  warehouses  were  badly  damaged  by 
enemy  action  and  extra  precautions  had  to  be  taken  to  avoid  damage 
to  foodstuffs  by  exposure  to  the  elements.  Much  of  the  work  of  dis¬ 
charging  vessels  was  carried  out  during  the  hours  of  darkness,  with  a 
minimum  of  lighting,  and  a  certain  amount  of  inevitable  damage 
occurred  to  packages  of  food  in  handling. 

In  certain  cases  salvaged  and  damaged  foods  were  allowed  to  be  for¬ 
warded  for  reconditioning  to  a  number  of  Ministry  of  Food  depots,  and 
the  local  medical  officers  of  health  were  notified  by  this  Authority.  A 
few  examples  of  damaged  food  cargoes  dealt  with  during  the  war  are 
quoted :  — 

s.s.  “  Kaipara,”  from  Argentine,  17, 3. 44. 

This  vessel  loaded  at  South  America  in  June,  1943.  She  became  a  war 
casualty  in  July  and  was  taken  into  Dakar  for  part  discharge  and 
repair,  finally  arriving  in  Liverpool  to  complete  discharge  on  17th 
March,  1944.  Her  cargo  consisted  of  16,919  frozen  quarters  of  boneless 
beef  and  41,340  cases  of  various  canned  meats.  The  beef  quarters  were  all 
badly  perished  and  some  were  slightly  mouldy.  The  mouldy  quarters  were 
reconditioned  and  passed  for  manufacturing  purposes,  no  decomposition 
being  found.  The  canned  meats  were  sea-water  damaged  and  5,881  cases 
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were  allowed  to  go  for  reconditioning  (under  supervision)  to  a  Ministry  of 
Food  depot*.  The  balance  of  the  canned  meat  consignment — about  35,459 
cases  (294,296  tins  weighing  1,801,946  lbs.) — had  finally  to  be  dug  out  of 
the  ship  with  hooks  and  shovels  and  emptied  overside  into  Mersey  Docks 
and  Harbour  Board  hoppers  for  destruction  at  sea  on  account  of  their 
putrid  condition.  This  operation  was  supervised  daily  and  was  com¬ 
pleted  on  30th  April,  1944. 

s.s.  “Dominion  Monarch,”  from  U.S.A.,  11.1.45. 

This  vessel  became  a  victim  of  fire  whilst  in  dock.  The  cargo  consisted 
of  156,823  packages  of  frozen  meat  and  meat  offal ;  of  this,  405,047  lbs. 
were  damaged  by  fire,  water  and  oil  and  sent  for  industrial  purposes.  A 
further  quantity  was  sent  to  Cold  Stores  for  reconditioning. 

s.s.  “Port  Caroline,”  from  Australia,  29.3.44. 

This  vessel  arrived  with  a  cargo  of  frozen  carcases  of  mutton  and 
lamb  and  sides  of  pork,  which  on  landing  were  found  to  be  mouldy 
(Black  Spot)  and  decomposing.  12,511  carcases  of  mutton  and  lamb  and 
677  sides  of  pork  were  reconditioned  at  local  cold  stores.  The  following 
were  rejected  and  sent  for  industrial  purposes: — 642  carcases  weighing 
20,197  lbs. ;  mutton  and  lamb  cuts  and  trimmings  weighing  4,482  lbs. ; 
25  sides  of  pork  weighing  1,768  lbs. ;  and  pork  cuts  and  trimmings  weigh¬ 
ing  413  lbs. 

s.s.  “  Elizabeth  Dahl,”  from  Canada,  11.8.44. 

This  vessel  arrived  with  a  cargo  of  wheat  and  was  wrecked  in  the 
Mersey.  7,365,311  lbs.  of  river-water  damaged  wheat  was  salvaged  from 
the  vessel  and  utilised  for  animal  food. 

s.s.  “  Empire  Castle,”  from  New  Zealand,  27.12.44. 

This  vessel  arrived  with  a  refrigerated  cargo  of  packages  of  butter 
and  carcases  of  mutton,  lamb  and  pork.  This  cargo  was  found  to  be 
damaged  by,  and  tainted  from,  fuel  oil.  33,699  packages  of  butter  and 
7,791  packages  of  meat  were  allowed  to  go  for  reconditioning  under 
supervision. 

s.s.  “Ruben  Dario,”  from  Canada,  2.2.45. 

This  vessel  limped  into  Liverpool  as  a  “  casualty  ”  on  2nd  February, 
1945,  with  a  cargo  of  damaged  wheat.  6,774,699  lbs.  were  salved  for 
animal  food. 
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SMALLPOX. 

Period  3rd  September,  1939— 31st  December,  1944. 

The  s.s.  “  City  of  Hong  Kong/’  from  Karachi,  arrived  in  the  Mersey 
on  17th  March,  1940,  and  was  boarded  by  the  Assistant  Port  Medical 
Officer.  One  case  of  smallpox  had  been  landed  at  Suez  on  29.2.40. 
Vaccination  was  carried  out  aboard  and  no  further  cases  occurred.  The 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  the  destinations  of  the  crew  and  passengers 
were  informed. 

The  s.s.  “  Narkunda,”  from  Bombay,  arrived  in  the  Mersey  on  14th 
April,  1941.  One  case  of  smallpox  was  landed  at  Mombassa  on  24.2.41. 
No  more  cases  occurred,  and  as  the  incubation  period  had  expired  on 
arrival  of  the  vessel  at  Liverpool,  no  further  action  was  taken. 

The  s.s.  “  Helder,”  from  Karachi,  arrived  in  the  Mersey  on  17th  May, 
1942,  and  was  boarded  by  the  Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer.  One  case 
of  smallpox  had  been  landed  at  Durban,  where  the  vessel  was  quaran¬ 
tined,  and  all  persons  vaccinated.  No  more  cases  occurred  and  no  further 
action  was  taken  on  arrival  at  Liverpool. 

The  m.v.  “  Silverwalnut,”  from  Karachi  via  East  Africa,  arrived  in 
the  Mersey  on  16th  June,  1942.  Two  cases  of  smallpox  had  been  landed 
at  Zanzibar  on  3.4.42  and  all  persons  aboard  were  vaccinated  at  that 
port.  No  more  cases  occurred,  and  as  the  incubation  period  had  expired 
on  arrival  of  the  vessel  at  Liverpool,  no  further  action  was  taken. 

The  s.s.  “Maloja,’'  from  NewT  York,  arrived  in  the  Mersey  on  12th 
July,  1942,  and  was  boarded  by  the  Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer.  One 
case  of  smallpox  was  disembarked  and  transferred  to  the  Port  Health 
Hospital,  New  Ferry.  Medical  inspection  of  everyone  aboard  was 
carried  out  but  no  further  cases  were  discovered.  The  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  for  the  destinations  of  the  crew  and  passengers  were  notified. 
American  military  passengers  were  kept  under  observation  in  service 
depots. 

The  s.s.  “  Otranto,  ”  from  Bombay,  arrived  in  the  Mersey  on  16th 
March,  1944,  and  was  boarded  by  the  Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer. 
One  case  of  smallpox  had  been  landed  at  Port  Said  on  2.3.44.  Medical 
inspection  of  everyone  aboard  was  carried  out  but  no  further  cases  were 
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discovered.  The  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  the  destinations  of  the 
crew  and  passengers  were  notified. 

The  s.s.  “  Pegu,”  from  Bombay,  arrived  in  the  Mersey  on  30th  March, 
1944  and  was  boarded  by  the  Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer.  One  case 
of  smallpox  had  been  landed  at  Aden  on  3.3.44.  No  more  cases  occurred, 
and  as  the  incubation  period  had  expired  on  arrival  of  the  vessel  at 
Liverpool  no  further  action  was  taken. 

The  s.s.  <£  Fort  Tadoussac,”  from  West  Africa,  arrived  in  the  Mersey 
on  13th  April,  1944,  and  was  boarded  by  the  Senior  Assistant  Port 
Medical  Officer.  One  case  of  smallpox  had  been  landed  at  Bone,  North 
Africa,  on  29.11.43.  Ail  the  crew  were  vaccinated  at  the  time  and  no 
more  cases  occurred.  No  further  action  was  taken  on  arrival  of  the 
vessel  at  Liverpool. 

The  m.v.  “  Capetown  Castle,”  from  Naples,  arrived  in  the  Mersey 
on  22nd  April,  1944,  and  was  boarded  by  the  Assistant  Port  Medical 
Officer.  One  case  of  smallpox  was  removed  to  the  Port  Health  Hospital, 
New  Ferry.  All  persons  aboard  had  been  vaccinated  prior  to  arrival. 
American  military  passengers  were  kept  under  surveillance  for  16  days. 
American  Army  Camps  and  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  the 
destinations  of  the  crew  were  informed. 

The  s.s.  “  Thamesfield,”  from  Haifa,  Suez  and  Port  Said,  arrived  in 
the  Mersey  on  21st  April,  1944.  One  case  of  smallpox  had  been  landed 
at  Haifa  on  5.2.44  and  one  case  at  Port  Said  on  6.2.44.  All  members  of 
the  crew  were  vaccinated  at  the  time  and  no  more  cases  occurred.  As 
the  last  contact  date  was  considerably  over  two  months  prior  to  the 
arrival  of  the  vessel  at  Liverpool,  no  further  action  was  taken. 

The  s.s.  “  Orontes,”  from  Bombay,  arrived  in  the  Mersey  on  23rd 
April,  1944,  and  was  boarded  by  the  Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer.  One 
case  of  smallpox  had  been  landed  at  Suez  on  6.4.44.  All  persons  aboard 
were  vaccinated  at  the  time  and  disinfection  carried  out.  No  more  cases 
occurred  and  as  the  incubation  period  had  expired  on  arrival  of  the 
vessel  at  Liverpool  no  further  action  was  taken. 

The  s.s.  “  Ascanius,”  from  Port  Said,  arrived  in  the  Mersey  on  3rd 
May,  1944.  One  case  of  smallpox  had  been  landed  at  Suez  on  3.4.44. 
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Vaccination  was  carried  out  aboard.  No  more  cases  occurred  and  as  the 
incubation  period  had  expired  on  arrival  of  the  vessel  at  Liverpool  no 
further  action  was  taken. 

The  s.s.  “  City  of  Bristol/ J  from  Calcutta,  arrived  in  the  Mersey  on 
17th  May,  1944.  One  case  of  smallpox  had  been  landed  at  Colombo  on 
6.4.44.  Vaccination  was  carried  out  aboard.  No  more  cases  occurred, 
and  as  the  incubation  period  had  expired  on  arrival  of  the  vessel  at 
Liverpool,  no  further  action  was  taken. 

The  s.s.  “  Atlantic  City,”  from  Cuba  and  New  York,  arrived  in  the 
Mersey  on  1st  July,  1944.  One  case  of  smallpox  had  been  landed  at 
Algiers  on  4.4.44.  Vaccination  was  carried  out  aboard.  No  more  cases 
occurred,  and  as  the  incubation  period  had  expired  on  arrival  of  the 
vessel  at  Liverpool,  no  further  action  was  taken. 

The  s.s.  “  Fort  Buffalo,”  from  India,  arrived  in  the  Mersey  on  3rd 
July,  1944.  One  case  of  smallpox  had  been  landed  at  Cochin  on  17.1.44. 
Vaccination  was  carried  out  aboard.  No  more  cases  occurred,  and  as  the 
incubation  period  had  expired  on  arrival  of  the  vessel  at  Liverpool,  no 
further  action  was  taken. 

Year  1945. 

The  s.s.  “Orontes,”  from  Bombay,  arrived  in  the  Mersey  on  12th 
March,  1945,  and  was  boarded  by  the  Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer. 
Three  cases  of  smallpox  had  been  landed  at  Port  Said,  two  on  20.2.45 
and  one  on  21.2.45.  Vaccination  was  carried  out  aboard.  No  more  cases 
occurred,  and  as  the  incubation  period  had  expired  on  arrival  of  the 
vessel  at  Liverpool,  no  further  action  was  taken. 

The  s.s.  “Clan  Chisholm,”  from  Calcutta,  arrived  in  the  Mersey  on 
12th  March,  1945,  and  was  boarded  by  the  Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer. 
One  case  of  smallpox  had  been  landed  at  Colombo  on  29.1.45.  All  per¬ 
sons  aboard  were  vaccinated  at  the  time  and  no  more  cases  occurred.  As 
the  incubation  period  had  expired  on  arrival  of  the  vessel  at  Liverpool, 
no  further  action  was  taken. 

The  s.s.  “  Stratheden,”  from  Bombay,  arrived  in  the  Mersey  on  17th 
April,  1945,  and  was  boarded  by  the  Senior  Assistant  Port  Medical 
Officer.  One  case  of  smallpox  had  been  landed  at  Suez  on  3.4.45.  All 
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persons  aboard  were  vaccinated  at  the  time.  All  persons  were  examined 
on  arrival  at  Liverpool  but  no  further  cases  were  discovered.  The 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  the  destinations  of  the  crew  and  passengers 
were  informed. 

Summary. 


Sm 

allpox  Cases. 

At  Home. 

Abroad. 

Total. 

Period  3rd  Sept.,  1939  to  31st  Dec.,  1944 

2 

15 

17 

Year  1945 

— 

5 

5 

SUSPECTED  SMALLPOX. 

Period  3rd  September,  1939 — 31sfc  December,  1944. 

Three  cases  of  suspected  smallpox  occurred  during  the  period  3rd 
September,  1939  to  31st  December,  1944 ; ;  all  were  landed  abroad.  In 
each  case,  medical  inspection  of  all  persons  aboard  was  carried  out 
but  no  more  cases  were  discovered.  As  the  incubation  period  had 
expired  in  each  case  no  further  action  was  taken. 

Year  1945. 

Three  cases  of  suspected  smallpox  occurred  during  the  year  1945.  All 
were  landed  abroad,  and  on  arrival  of  the  vessels  concerned  no  more 
cases,  or  suspicious  cases,  were  discovered.  As  the  incubation  period 
had  expired  in  each  case,  no  further  action  was  taken. 

TYPHUS  FEVER. 

Period  3rd  September,  1939 — 31st  December,  1944. 

The  s.s.  “  Darcoila,  from  New  Orleans  via  Halifax,  arrived  in  the 
Mersey  on  3rd  December,  1939,  and  was  boarded  by  the  Assistant  Port 
Medical  Officer.  One  case  of  typhus  fever  had  been  landed  at  New 
Orleans  on  28.10.39.  All  members  of  the  crew  were  examined  on  arrival 
but  no  more  cases  were  discovered.  As  the  incubation  period  had  expired 
on  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  at  Liverpool,  no  further  action  was  taken. 

The  s.s.  u  Gleasdale  ”  arrived  in  the  Mersey  on  26th  March,  1942.  One 
case  of  typhus  fever  had  been  landed  at  Gibraltar  about  three  weeks 
earlier.  No  sickness  occurred  during  the  voyage  from  Gibraltar  and 
none  was  reported  on  arrival  at  Liverpool.  The  vessel  left  immediately 
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for  Barrow  after  having  disembarked  one  naval  officer  and  six  naval 
ratings.  The  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  the  destinations  of  these 
seven  seamen  were  informed. 

The  s.s.  “  Arundel  Castle,”  from  Mombassa,  arrived  in  the  Mersey  on 
20th  May,  1943,  and  it  was  reported  that  two  cases  of  typhus  fever  had 
been  landed  at  Durban  on  13.4.43.  No  more  cases  were  discovered,  and 
as  the  incubation  period  had  expired  on  arrival  of  the  vessel  at  Liver¬ 
pool  no  further  action  was  taken. 

The  s.s.  “  Teucer,”  from  Alexandria,  arrived  in  the  Mersey  on  18th 
November,  1943,  and  was  dealt  with  by  the  Assistant  Port  Medical 
Officer.  One  case  of  typhus  fever  had  been  landed  at  Alexandria  on 
18.5.44.  All  persons  were  well  on  arrival  and  no  further  action  wTas 
taken. 

The  s.s.  “  Generton,”  from  New  York  and  Halifax,  arrived  in  the 
Mersey  on  21st  October,  1944,  and  was  boarded  by  the  Senior  Assistant 
Port  Medical  Officer.  One  case  of  typhus  fever  had  been  landed  at 
Halifax  on  21.8.44.  On  arrival  the  entire  crew  were  de-loused  and  their 
quarters  fumigated  with  hydrogen  cyanide  gas.  As  the  case  had  been 
landed  eight  weeks  previously  and  no  further  cases  had  occurred,  it  was 
not  considered  necessary  to  notify  the  Medical  Officers  of  Plealth  of  the 
districts  to  which  the  crew  were  proceeding. 

Year  1945. 

The  s.s.  “  Strathaird,”  from  Bombay,  arrived  in  the  Mersey  on  8th 
January,  1945,  and  was  boarded  by  the  Senior  Assistant  Port  Medical 
Officer.  One  case  of  typhus  fever  had  been  landed  at  Suez  on  20.12.44. 
On  arrival  all  on  board  were  examined  and  no  more  cases  were  dis¬ 
covered.  As  the  incubation  period  had  expired  no  further  action  was 
taken. 

The  hospital  ship  “  Somersetshire,”  from  Bombay,  arrived  in  the 
Mersey  on  4th  March,  1945,  and  was  boarded  by  the  Senior  Assistant 
Medical  Officer.  The  day  after  the  vessel’s  arrival  the  First  Assistant 
Storekeeper  was  taken  ill  at  his  home. 

History  of  Case:  — 

5.3.45.  The  First  Assistant  Storekeeper  was  taken  ill  complaining 
of  headache,  sore  throat  and  backache. 
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12.3.45.  Rash  appeared  on  the  chest. 

17.3.45.  Medical  Practitioner  called  in. 

19.3.45.  Patient  removed  to  Fazakerley  Hospital,  where  the 
diagnosis  of  typhus  fever  was  confirmed. 

Precautionary  Measures:  — 

The  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  the  destinations  of  the  crew  were 

notified.  Beds  and  bedding  from  the  patient’s  room  were  removed  for 

» 

steam  disinfection  and  the  cabin  disinfected  with  SO. 2. 

No  further  cases  occurred. 

The  s.s.  “  Strathnaver,”  from  Bombay,  arrived  in  the  Mersey  on  22nd 
May,  1945,  and  was  boarded  by  the  Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer.  On 
arrival  one  military  passenger  was  removed  to  hospital  suffering  from 
typhus  fever. 

Precautionary  Measures:  — 

The  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  the  destinations  of  the  crew  and 
passengers  were  notified.  The  ship’s  hospital  was  fumigated  and  the 
crew  in  the  vessel  were  kept  under  surveillance. 

No  further  cases  occurred. 

The  hospital  ship  “  Somersetshire,”  from  Bombay,  arrived  in  the 
Mersey  on  21st  November,  1945,  and  was  boarded  by  the  Senior  Assis¬ 
tant  Port  Medical  Officer.  One  case  of  typhus  fever  was  removed  to 
hospital  in  Liverpool. 

Precautionary  Measures:  — 

The  various  service  depots  were  notified,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  destinations  of  the  civilian  passengers  were  informed. 
The  medical  ward  and  infected  bedding  were  disinfected  by  the  mili¬ 
tary  authorities. 

Summary. 


Typhus  Fever  Cb 

lSES. 

At  Home. 

Abroad. 

Total. 

Period  3rd  Sept.,  1939  to  31st  Dec.,  1944 

— 

6 

6 

Year  1945 

3 

1 

4 
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ANTHRAX. 

Between  3rd  September,  1939,  and  the  end  of  1943,  nine  cases  of 
Anthrax  occurred  among  dock  workers  in  the  Port.  All  were  removed 
to  Fazakerley  Hospital. 

The  s.s.  “  Stratheden  ”  arrived  in  the  Mersey  on  22nd  April,  1944, 
and  was  boarded  by  the  Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer.  One  passenger 
was  removed  to  Fazakerley  Hospital  suffering  from  Anthrax,  thought 
to  be  contracted  from  a  shaving-brush  which  was  one  of  a  consignment 
taken  aboard  at  Bombay  and  sold  in  the  ship’s  canteen.  All  these  brushes 
were  collected  and  destroyed.  The  patient  eventually  recovered. 

No  cases  of  Anthrax  were  reported  during  the  year  1945. 

LEPROSY. 

Between  3rd  September,  1939,  and  the  end  of  1944,  two  cases  of  Leprosy 
were  admitted  to  the  Port  Health  Hospital,  New  Ferry.  A  further  two 
cases  were  admitted  during  the  year  1945. 


Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  Port  during  the  Year  1945. 


Number  of  vessels 
Inspected. 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
defective. 

Number 
of  vessels 
on  which 
defects 
were 

remedied. 

Number  of  vessels 
reported  as  having,  or 
having  had,  during  the 
voyage,  infectious 
disease  on  board. 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer. 

By  the 
Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Total  Foreign... 

643 

2,857 

373 

305 

278 

Total  Coastwise 

3 

619 

16 

12 

4 

Total  Foreign 
and  Coastwise... 

646 

3,476 

389 

317 

282 

Arrangements  for  bacteriological  examination  of  rats. 

The  systematic  examination  of  rats  caught  by  the  Port  Health  staff  is 
carried  out  by  the  Liverpool  City  Bacteriologist. 

During  the  year,  1,755  rats  and  mice  were  examined  for  possible 
plague  infection,  428  being  from  ships,  and  1,327  from  the  sheds  and 
quays  at  the  docks.  None  was  found  to  be  infected. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  landed  from  vessels 
arriving  in  the  Port  of  Liverpool  and  those  occurring  in  Liverpool 
bound  ships  which  were  disposed  of  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the 
vessels  at  the  port,  are  shown  in  the  following  tables:  — 

Cases  of  infectious  sickness  landed  from  vessels. 


Diseases. 

No.  of  Cases 

during  1945. 

No.  of 
Vessels 
concerned. 

Passengers. 

Crew. 

Plague  . 

— • 

— 

— 

Cholera 

— 

— 

— 

Yellow  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Smallpox  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Typhus  Fever  . 

2 

1 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

9 

17 

Enteric  Fever 

4 

8 

10 

Diphtheria 

6 

8 

12 

Measles  and  German  Measles 

17 

15 

18 

Chickenpox 

57 

10 

22 

Tuberculosis 

753 

23 

37 

Pneumonia 

26 

7 

19 

Dysentery... 

6 

4 

6 

Malaria 

12 

62 

41 

Erysipelas... 

1 

2 

3 

Cerebrospinal,  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Mumps  . 

39 

8 

30 

Leprosy  ... 

— ■ 

2 

2 

Poliomyelitis 

3 

— 

3 

940 

159 

223 

22 


Cases  of  infectious  sickness  occurring  on  vessels  during  the  voyage 

but  disposed  of  prior  to  arrival. 


Diseases. 

No.  of  cases 

during  1945. 

No.  of 
vessels 
concerned. 

Passengers. 

Crew. 

Plague  . 

— 

— 

— 

Cholera  ...  . 

— 

— 

— 

Yellow  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Smallpox . 

7 

2 

5 

Typhus  Fever 

— 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

Enteric  Fever  . 

2 

5 

6 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

1 

Measles  an  d  German  Measles  ... 

14 

23 

13 

Ohickenpox 

13 

7 

12 

Tuberculosis 

4 

5 

7 

Pneumonia 

— 

7 

7 

Dysentery . 

8 

4 

7 

Malaria 

43 

298 

62 

Erysipelas... 

1 

— 

1 

Cerebrospinal  Fever 

2 

1 

3 

Mumps  . 

2 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

3 

— 

3 

101 

353 

130 

There  were  166  cases  of  venereal  disease  reported  on  board  63  vessels  arriving 
in  the  port  during  the  year.  These  were  referred,  where  circumstances  required,  for 
treatment  at  the  Seamen’s  Dispensary. 
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Plague. 

No  case  of  human  plague  was  landed  at  Liverpool  during  the  year, 
and  no  plague-infected  rats  were  discovered  either  in  ships  or  on  shore. 

Malaria, 

During  the  year,  103  vessels  arrived  having,  or  having  had  415  cases 
of  Malaria  on  board. 


Psittacosis. 

Parrots  (Prohibition  of  Import)  Regulations,  1930. 

The  number  of  Notices  issued  during  the  year  was  19. 

Dangerous  Drugs. 

During  the  year  84  certificates  authorising  the  purchase  of  scheduled 
dangerous  drugs  were  issued  under  the  Dangerous  Drugs  (No.  3  Regu¬ 
lations,  1923,  amending  the  Dangerous  Drugs  Regulations,  1921, 
regulation  15,  of  which  is  as  follows:  — 

“If  a  foreign  ship  in  any  port  in  Great  Britain  requires  to 
“  obtain  a  supply  of  any  of  the  drugs  in  order  to  complete  the 
“  necessary  equipment  of  the  ship,  the  Master  of  the  ship:  is  autho- 
“  rised  to  purchase  and  be  in  possession  of  such  quantity  of  any  of 
“  the  drugs  as  may  be  certified  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
“  the  Port  where  the  ship  is  (or  in  his  absence  by  the  Assistant 
“  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Port)  to  be  necessary  for  the 
“  purpose,  the  quantity  not  to  exceed  what  is  required  for  the  use  of 
“  the  ship  until  it  reaches  its  home  port.  The  certificate  given  by 
“  the  Medical  Officer  or  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
“  Port  shall  be  marked  by  the  supplier  with  the  date  of  the  supply 
“  and  shall  be  retained  by  him  and  kept  for  inspection,” 
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Number  and  species  of  rats  caught,  in  the  City  and  Port  of  Liverpool,  during  the  year  1945. 
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Number  and  species  of  rats  examined  or  destroyed  in  the  City  and  Por  t  of  Liverpool,  during  the  year  1945. 
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Eats  destroyed  during  1945. 


(1)  In  vessels:  — 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total. 

Black 

357 

429 

380 

524 

434 

365 

382 

153 

306 

235 

649 

266 

4,480 

Brown 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

14 

Species  not 
recorded  . . . 

Rats 

examined 

54 

47 

40 

29 

26 

52 

25 

16 

22 

46 

40 

31 

428 

Rats  found 
infected 
with  Plague 

(2)  In  Docks,  Quays,  Wharves  and  Warehouses:  — 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

No?. 

Dec. 

Total. 

Black 

51 

45 

56 

43 

75 

71 

90 

92 

50 

63 

73 

80 

789 

Brown 

86 

56 

67 

54 

33 

32 

36 

26 

85 

62 

47 

36 

619 

Species  not 
recorded  . . . 

Rats 

examined  ... 

125 

88 

102 

87 

84 

91 

111 

92 

129 

119 

114 

100 

1,242 

Rats  found 
infected 
with  Plague 

Number  of  Mice  destroyed  on  vessels  .  .  254 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  (juftys  ...  * . .  ...  ...  86 

„  „  „  examined  on  vessels  and  quays  ...  ...  85 


28 


The  combined  returns  of  all  rats  and  mice  caught  and  destroyed  by 
shipping  firms  employing  their  own  rat-catchers,  by  rat  catching  com¬ 
panies,  and  by  the  Public  Health  Authority,  during  the  year  1945,  are 
as  follows  :  — 


Number  of  Visits  to  Vessels  by  Rat  Catchers  ...  ...  ...  3,586 

Number  of  Visits  to  Vessels  by  Rat  Searchers...  ...  ...  2,621 

Number  of  Visits  to  Quays,  Sheds,  etc.,  by  Inspectors  ...  843 

Number  of  Visits  to  Quays,  Sheds,  etc.,  by  Rat  Searchers  ...  1,434 

Number  of  Visits  to  Quays,  Sheds,  etc.,  by  Rat  Catchers  ...  4,881 
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Hygiene  of  Crews’  Spaces. 

Summary  of  Insanitary  Conditions  during  the  year  year  1943. 


Class  of  Vessels. 

Number  Inspected. 

Number  in  which 
nuisances  were 
found. 

Per  cent. 

Sailing  Foreign — 

Steamers 

2,032 

289 

14-22 

Motor  ... 

825 

84 

10-18 

Total  ... 

2,857 

373 

13-05 

Sailing  Coastwise — 

Steamers 

419 

15 

3-58 

Motor . 

200 

1 

0-50 

Total  ... 

619 

16 

2-58 

Nationality. 

Number 

Inspected. 

Number  on  which 
nuisances  were 
found. 

British  • « •  • ,  #  a . ,  • ,  a  • , «  .«• 

2,510 

337 

Foreign  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

968 

52 

Total 

3,476 

389 

Details  of  Nuisances. 


Defects  of 
original 
construction . 

(a) 

Per  cent, 
of 

total 

defects. 

Structural  defects 
through 
wear  and  tear. 

(b) 

Per  cent, 
of 

total 

defects. 

Dirt,  and 
other 
conditions 
prejudicial 
to  health. 

(o) 

Per  cent, 
of 

total 

defects. 

— 

— 

55 

1-07 

5,077 

98-93 

Canal  Boats. 

During  the  year,  77  canal  boats  were  inspected  of  which  7  were 
found  to  have  some  condition  contravening  the  regulations. 


Food  Inspection. 

V'<>>  \  ’.y>Ss 

'\C  X  \\'~Jr 

-  Public^Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations,  1937. 

The  inspection  of  imported  food  has  been  carried  out  in  accordance 
with  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations,  1937,  as  in  pre¬ 
vious  years,  and  the  following  amounts  of  unsound  foodstuffs  were 
allowed  to  go  for  industrial  purposes  under  supervision  during  the  year. 


Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Beef,  Mutton,  Pork  and  Veal  . 

42 

4 

0 

20 

Offal  (Beef,  Mutton,  etc.)  . 

11 

9 

0 

2 

Canned  Goods  . 

37 

5 

3 

26 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  . 

137 

6 

1 

21 

Cereals  . 

8,208 

14 

0 

10 

General  (Fish,  Poultry,  Rabbits,  etc.)  ... 

30 

18 

3 

13 

Total  . 

8,467 

18 

2 

8 

I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  valuable  assistance  received 
from  H.M.  Collector  of  Customs  and  staff,  the  Mersey  Docks  and  Har¬ 
bour  Board  and  their  officers,  and  the  various  shipping  companies  who 
have  co-operated  with  the  Port  Health  Authority  in  the  maintenance 
of  Public  Health  and  the  prevention  of  disease  in  the  port.  The 
Consular  Bodies  have  at  all  times  given  courteous  assistance. 

W.  M.  FRAZER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health , 
Liverpool  Port  Health  Authority. 


